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CHAPTER 1   Encouragement

Like Joshua and the Israelite’s journey into Canaan, every believer embarks on a journey from the moment of salvation till the time of physical death. Where are they going? What is their goal? Unfortunately, most believers don’t have a clue. They don’t know where they’re going or what they’re doing, so they make little or no progress, usually going around in circles. Their lives are essentially secular because they have no Bible doctrine. 

Negative volition and ignorance are the biggest problems in believer’s lives. They go together, when you have one, you always have the other.

Right off the bat in verse 2, God commanded Joshua to cross the Jordan river which was something that was humanly impossible to do apart from God’s intervention. But God also made several promises to Joshua.

 Joshua 1:5 . . . No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.

What a promise! God repeated this promise to us in Heb. 13:5. 

So Joshua received four promises from the Lord in verse 5:

1) Not any man will be able to stand before you.

2) I will be with you as I was with Moses.

3) I will not fail you.

4) I will not forsake you.

Joshua 1:6 . . . Be strong and courageous . . .  
This is the message that is so important.  We find this phrase used three times in the first chapter (v. 6,9, 18).  Fear is our great enemy, but believing God’s promises dispels fear. 
Joshua 1:7   God told Joshua not to turn to the right or to the left and he would have success wherever he went. We are to do the same, concentrate on doctrine to have success.

Joshua 1:8 . . . This book of the law [Bible doctrine]  shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it;   = prosperity and success.
Being able to apply the right doctrine to your circumstance does not happen over night, it takes time and consistent effort.

Verse 8 gives instructions for doing three things with the Scripture:

1. THINK ABOUT IT

Psa 1:2 . . .his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night.

    Psa 119:97 . . . O how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.

What is it that so many people spend their time and energy on?  Accumulating money! What does the Bible say about that?











          JOSH. REVIEW,   2
Proverbs 23:4-5 . . . Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, Cease from your consideration of it.  5) When you set your eyes on it, it is gone. For wealth certainly makes itself wings Like an eagle that flies toward the heavens.
2. TALK ABOUT IT

Deuteronomy 6:7 . . . You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.

3. DO IT

Ezra 7:10 . . . For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the LORD and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel.

James 1:22 . . . But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.

Joshua 1:9 . . . Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go."
This is the third time in four verses that this command appears. Fear is the greatest danger to our spiritual life. Fear focuses on the danger while courage focuses on the Lord. 

Being constantly limited by fear of losing logistical support, prosperity, or one's own life is certainly not the way God wants us to live.

Joshua 1:10-11  Joshua tells the people to get prepared to cross the Jordan in 3 days.

"There was no visible way of getting over it, at least not at this place and at this time, when all the banks were over-flown, Joshua 3:15. He had no pontoons or bridge of boats by which to convey them over, and yet he must believe that God, who had ordered them over, would open a way for them.   Henry, M. (1996). Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible: Complete and unabridged in one volume (Jos 1:1–9). Peabody: Hendrickson.
CHAPTER 2   Rahab

Joshua 2:1 . . . Then Joshua the son of Nun sent two men as spies secretly from Shittim, saying, "Go, view the land, especially Jericho." So they went and came into the house of a harlot whose name was Rahab, and lodged there.

Question:  God promised to give the Land to the Jews, so why did Joshua take the time to send spies? Sending the spies to Jericho was an act of wisdom on Joshua's part. It was not because of unbelief.

God had commanded Moses to send spies into Canaan 40 years earlier, Num. 13:1-2.  The old adage, “Know your enemy”, is part of any good military strategy. 

“The certainty of a promised issue does not supercede the use of the prudent means and the attempts to accomplish it.  To neglect the use of appropriate means is to contravene the established order of the divine counsel.  Faith never precludes effort.”  Charlie Clough

Proverbs 20:18 . . . Prepare plans by consultation, and make war by wise guidance.

The spies came back with information verifying God’s prophecy that the time and the place were right for Joshua to take the Land. The Canaanites were terrified of Israel and Israel’s God.

RAHAB 

1. She was a believer before the spies found her. She had no Bible, was surrounded by unbelievers who worshiped false gods, and she had no one to give her the gospel. 

She knew that man did not create the stars, the sun, mountains, and oceans. And when she heard about what happened in Egypt, how the THE GOD of the Israelites had parted the Red 
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Sea and what happened to the nations that went against the Israelites, she made a connection. THE GOD that created the heavens and the earth is THE GOD of the Israelites.
2. Rahab thought for herself; she didn’t just accept what everyone else thought and did without question. Everyone she knew had a total anti-Christian, anti-Biblical world view, but this woman opened her door to aliens who had The True God on their side. She defied her culture, tossed it overboard, and let the spies in.  She deliberately went against all the authorities of her day, including the King of Jericho and his police.

3. Rahab had to defy authority in order to do the right thing. The same holds true for Jochebed (Moses’ mother), Deborah, Esther, and Abigail. 
4. Rahab was a Truth-seeker. The Truth meant more to her than anything and she was ready to risk everything for her faith.
5. Rahab acted on her faith. Her faith was based on evidence. Many people erroneously think that faith is a belief in something that has no evidence. Some call this "blind faith". This certainly is not true of Christian faith because it is definitely based on evidence. Truth is reasonable, logical, and factual. Rahab combined the empirical evidence she saw in the creation of God with the historical facts of Israel’s miraculous history and decided that Israel’s God was THE GOD of heaven and earth. She decided to serve Him, no matter what.
6. Rahab put her family before herself. She was a very courageous and caring woman who made the spies promise to save not only herself, but her family as well, when they attacked the city, Joshua 2:12    
7. Rahab risked her own life to save the two spies. They in turn would save her life, but she was more interested in saving the lives of her family. She hung a red rope out of her window so the Israelite soldiers would not harm her or her family (vs. 21).
· She is mentioned in the heroes chapter of Hebrews:
Hebrews 11:31 . . . By faith, Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace.

· She is one of only four women mentioned in the line of Jesus Christ. 

· She is mentioned along with the patriarch, Abraham, in the book of James.

LESSON #75  (5-27-12)     (Visual: Memorial Day '12) 
CHAPTER 3   Crossing the Jordan

This was the first time he gave orders to move the people. He still didn’t know how they were going to make the crossing, but he continued to faith-rest and trust the Lord's promises.They didn’t know how they were going to cross the Jordan, but they did know what awaited them on the other side, a pagan enemy that greatly outnumbered them who had chariots and who could conduct warfare from behind fortress walls.
Have you ever been in a situation where you knew what God wanted you to do, but you didn’t have a clue what to do about it?  What can you do?  

(1) Pray,  James 1:5-6   

(2) Search the Scriptures 

(3) Analyze the situation, 

(4) Ask questions, get the facts 

(5) Move out, start walking, step out in faith to make the changes necessary to get the job done.

Examples:
A husband or father taking charge to put his home in order

A parent using corporal punishment


A teenager breaking away from the wrong crowd, 1 Cor.15:53, 2 Cor.6:14. 
..
The priests were to carry the ARK OF THE COVENANT in front of the people. Why? What or who did the Ark represent?
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The focus was clearly on the Ark which represents Jesus Christ. God wanted the people to keep their eyes on the solution, Jesus Christ, represented by the ark, and not on the water which was the problem.
OBSERVATION 1: This crossing illustrates our great salvation: water = judgment;  the ark  = Jesus Christ. Just as the water problem was resolved when the ark reached the river, so our sins were taken care of when Jesus reached the cross. It was totally a work of God without any help or assistance from the people. 

OBSERVATION 2:  It was a grace provision. Anyone could cross. The only thing required of the people was to trust God’s provision, Jesus Christ, as pictured by the ark, and to start walking. Anyone who trusted in Him would walk across and be saved from the raging waters. The similarity to our salvation should be obvious. Anyone who hears the gospel need only believe it to be saved from the Lake of Fire.

They knew how to cross a river, but they never had to cross a river like this one, this one had to be crossed by faith, not by skill or works. They had to learn how to depend upon God’s grace. 

They had to learn the way to go. The way to go is not a direction but a manner or method. The manner to go is keeping your eyes fixed on Jesus Christ, represented by the ark. 
When God places obstacles in your path that you can’t remove or go around, you are forced to wait for His grace to go into action to provide a remedy. It may take a few days, a week, a month, or maybe even years. In the meantime, don’t complain, gripe, get bitter, or take matters into your own hands. Continue to trust in His perfect timing. That’s how to walk by faith.

THE MOMENT OF TRUTH !
Joshua 3:15 & 17 . . . and when those who carried the ark came into the Jordan, and the feet of the priests carrying the ark were dipped in the edge of the water (for the Jordan overflows all its banks all the days of harvest),  16) the waters which were flowing down from above stood and rose up in one heap, a great distance away . . . 17)  And the priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan while all Israel crossed on dry ground, until all the nation had finished crossing the Jordan.
All we are required to do is be obedient and trust God to get us to the other side. Most of the time, God does not tell us how or when He will deliver us because that's not important for us to know. What is important for us to know is that we can trust Him and He will never leave us, forsake us, or fail us.

Patiently waiting for Him to help us is key to having steadfast confidence in Him. It means keeping our eyes on Jesus Christ, (the Ark), His grace, His faithfulness, and His power, rather than focusing on our problem.

One thing that makes waiting hard is when we get our eyes on other people. Human viewpoint compares our hardships and testing with what appears to be a carefree life of others. We feel gypped, cheated; it’s not fair! They’re having all the fun and all I do is suffer. 

When we continue to receive undeserved suffering, it’s easy for us to get into self-pity and get angry because it appears that nearly everyone else is doing fine. We will never have the peace and joy that we desire until we get the attitude, "If the Lord doesn’t take this suffering away, it’s OK with me. He knows what’s best, and He’s probably trying to teach me something. My happiness doesn’t depend on stopping the pain, it depends on trusting Him and seeing His faithfulness."
The Israelites stepped onto a higher spiritual plane when they stepped onto the other side of the Jordan. They trusted God and their lives were never the same. 
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They had learned to Faith-Rest, now they were ready to face the enemy. We must conquer the fear in our souls before we are ready to face our enemies. Faith Rest conquers fear!

When was the last time you Faith-Rested? Are you ready to face your enemies?  The Jews were ready for physical combat, are you read for spiritual combat?
LESSON #76  (6-3-12)   (See Visual:  Retroactive & Current Positional Truth)
CHAPTER 4  God Preserves a Historical Record

The twelve stones symbolizing the twelve tribes were taken onto the land to symbolize the new nation’s resurrection and fresh start.  

It appears that Jesus was baptized at the site where the Israelites crossed the Jordan.  

Jesus Christ would begin his ministry where the new nation should have begun theirs. That nation should have obeyed God and fulfilled His plan by possessing the Promised Land, but they failed. Jesus Christ came back 14 centuries later to same exact spot, but He would not fail to fulfill His Father’s plan.

The Stone Memorial also represents the unique spiritual life of Church Age believers which includes our positional death and resurrection with Jesus Christ. 

The monument buried inside the waters of Jordan speaks of retroactive positional death with Jesus Christ. Rom. 6:3.. The monument on land was erected from stones that were taken up from the floor of the Jordan, the place of death, and that speaks of our current positional resurrection, Eph. 2:6.  

CHAPTER 5    Preparing for Jericho 
Vs. 1 The heart of the Canaanites melted when they heard that the Israelites crossed the Jordan on dry ground.

Vs. 2-10 The men were circumcised. The Lord commanded Joshua to have the Israelite men (those born in the wilderness) to be circumcised at Gibeah-Haaraloth, (means hill of the foreskins), a place at Gilgal. 

Humanly speaking, this was the very worst possible time to have this done. But Joshua obeyed.

Proverbs 3:5-6 . . . Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

Vs. 11-12  The manna stopped the day after they observed the Passover and they started eating the food the Canaanites produced.

Once again we see the faithfulness of God to provide manna for the people when they were wandering in the wilderness. For the coming year, they would not be able to plow, plant, and harvest because they were conquering the land, so they would eat what the pagans produced for that year. This was prophesied in Deuteronomy 6:10. 

God provided sustenance for the people when they could not provide it for themselves, even when they didn’t deserve it. 

God did not stop providing manna when the people complained about it, Num. 11:3, nor when they failed to trust in Him and cross the Jordan the first time at Kadesh Barnea. What do we call this? (logistical grace)

Joshua had an encounter with the Lord of the armies with His sword drawn,  Joshua immediately recognized His he was outranked and bowed down to Him. 

Just as the Lord was there for Moses and Joshua before they faced the enemy, He is always here for us as well. We don’t see Him in a burning bush or as a soldier with drawn sword. We see Him in our Bibles, the Word of God.

LESSON #77  (6-10-12)   (See Visuals:  7's & The Tabernacle)
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CHAPTER 6    Jericho Falls                                                                                                                                                             The Lord told Joshua that He had given him Jericho and told him how to take it.

The Canaanites made the mistake of going on the defensive behind their walls that they thought would protect them. They didn’t !
The strategy of defense is disastrous. Wars are not won by taking a defensive posture. 
No one can be victorious with a strategy of defense. This is especially true in the spiritual realm.

Characteristics of believers who have taken a defensive position rather than moving on the offensive attack:

(1) They rely on doctrine they learned in the past, they’re not interested in  learning anymore because they think they know all they need to know.

(2) They don’t look for opportunities to give the gospel or talk about  doctrine; in fact they often go out of their way to avoid anything that may be uncomfortable or embarrassing.

(3) They take the path of least resistance in life because they are uncomfortable taking a doctrinal stand.

(4) Being a good ambassador for Christ by getting spiritually prepared and rightly dividing the Word of Truth is not a priority for them.

(5) They are afraid to talk to Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses, or anyone who might confront them about their faith. 

(6) They gage their spiritual growth more by their moral purity than by their knowledge and application of doctrine. 

(7) They really don’t realize that we are engaged in spiritual combat. In this conflict, taking the offensive does not mean doing great things for Christ.  It means trusting Christ to do great things for us.
Joshua 6:4 . . . Also seven priests shall carry seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark; then on the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets.    (See Visuals:  Sevens) 
At the center of the camp was the Ark of the Covenant in order to maintain the Lord as the focal point of their unity.   (See Visuals:  The Tabernacle) 
a) We must do the same in this local church.

b) We must also do this in our families.

Verse 10  The people were not allowed to say a word as they marched around Jericho for 6 days.

Why did the people have to keep their mouths shut?
1. There is a time to speak and a time to keep your mouth shut. 

Ecclesiastes 3:7 . . .  [There’s] a time to be silent and a time to speak.

2.  They didn’t need to be speculating, arguing, or complaining while circling the city, they just needed to be obedient and keep on trusting in the Lord. They needed to Trust and Obey.

3.  Every day they woke up, they were given orders what to do. They didn’t know why they had to do the same thing over and over again, day after day. Have you ever felt like you’re life has no meaning because you do the same thing day after day?

4.  Could be that He is testing your faithfulness to see if He can trust you.

Verse 17   Jericho was the first city of Canaanites the Israelites conquered, so it was to be devoted to the Lord just as the first fruits were devoted to Him. Everything in the city was destroyed except the silver, gold, and bronze that were placed in the Tabernacle, and all the enemy was killed except for Rahab and her family.

LESSON #78  (7-8-12)     
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CHAPTER 7   Spiritual Sloppiness and Disobedience  
Everything was going fine until chapter 7;  the first word in verse 1 is “But”. It seems like there always has to be a “but”. God is holy and righteous and he is impartial with those who disobey him. 
We should treat our children the same way; right is right and wrong is wrong, and we shouldn’t make excuses for our children just because they belong to us.

Ex. 4:24-26  God came close to killing Moses. 

Deut. 3:2     God did not allow Moses to enter the promised land.

Now something stands out for the careful reader of verse 1.  Achan committed a sin, and God held all the people responsible for it. No one is an island to themselves because we all affect one another. 

In 1 Cor. 5:1-7, a local congregation illustrates this point in 
verse 6 . . . A little leaven leavens the entire lump.
In our social relationships, everyone is depending on everybody else. Each one of us needs the others, and that what’s happening here. This one man has committed a sin. He’s committed fornic-ation, and the other believers should have helped him realize the seriousness of his sin. They should have ministered to him, exhorted and encouraged him, but they didn’t.

Notice, Paul did not personally address the man who sinned?  Who is he addressing?  The whole congregation. A local church is a not just a place where we come to learn doctrine and then leave without connecting with other believers.  A local church is a family. When a family member is struggling with something and the other member’s attitude is, “It’s not my problem”, then they are wrong and God holds them accountable for it.

Verse 2-5  Joshua allowed his subordinates to become arrogant and sloppy. They didn’t take enough soldiers to take Ai and they were defeated. 

Verse 6-9   Joshua melts down and sounded like those who complained to God in the wilderness, Why did you bring us out of Egypt just to kill us here?

Verse 10-13  God told him why they were defeated, someone took something from Jericho they weren’t supposed to and it had to be dealt with.

Verse 14-23   God would not give the Israelites victory because of sin. They had to deal with it before He would lead them. Do you suppose God will be lenient with us as a nation when He wasn’t lenient with His own chosen nation? 

Notice the verbs in Achan’s confession: “I saw”,  “I coveted” , “I took”. This is always the way of sin.

Achan was a fool because he thought he could get away with sin.

Numbers 32:23 . . . "But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the LORD, and be sure your sin will find you out.

Joshua handled the situation with integrity and professionalism. Achan confessed.

It is not cruelty or lack of grace on God’s part that’s the issue;  it is His faithfulness. If He isn’t faithful to carry out discipline when His warnings are ignored, then how can we trust Him to bless us when we obey and heed His warnings?

Verse 24-25   How can we believe in His promises if He doesn’t follow through with what He says He will do.

· It seems no one is held accountable anymore. Our society is crumbling because there is little if any accountability for those who are lazy, disrespectful, unethical, immoral, or criminal. 
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· Parents should never raise their voice. Give a clear command once and make sure it’s understood. If it’s not clearly understood, make it clear so that if it is violated, the punishment phase can be immediately kicked into gear.

· Very few parents carry through with what they say to their children. They give them instructions, but when these are ignored, nothing happens except maybe attempts at deal-making, pleadings, or parental enticements to make children mind.
· God certainly doesn’t engage in such nonsense. Achan is a good example. God was making a point to the entire nation using Achan as an example of how He means business and how they better take His warnings seriously. 


We have 2 choices: 
1) Obey God and receive His blessings or 
2) Disobey Him and receive His cursing. 
Some think we have a 3rd choice. They think we can sit on the sidelines and not get involved. WRONG!  You have no choice. You are deeply involved in the angelic conflict whether you want to be or not, and you are either part of the solution or part of the problem.

LESSON #79  (7-15-12)  

CHAPTER 8   God Turns Defeat Into Victory.
The city of Ai was not going to be bypassed.  God will turn their defeat into a victory. They wouldn’t go to another city or take another step until God made it clear to them that Ai was not the problem. Their attitude was the problem. Now that they were humble and ready to trust and obey God, Ai was no longer a problem.

This is true in our lives as well. We can't avoid issues that overcome us with anxiety, fear, and frustration. We can’t move forward in our spiritual lives until we figure out that the problem is not the issue but our own attitude. We must get right with God first, then God will give us the victory.

Principle:   God turns defeat into victory !

Verse 10-17

Arrogance and overconfidence brought the Canaanites out of their fortified walls. It was a huge tactical blunder to leave their city completely unguarded (vs. 17).  
Verse 30-35

This is an amazing thing that Joshua is doing. He is right in the center of enemy territory and we know from Joshua 9:1 that the Canaanites were gathering their forces together to smash him and what does he do? He stops to build an alter unto the Lord for worship and to read the entire Law to the people. Rather than preparing his troops for the next battle and maneuvering them into place, he shuts down and starts teaching Bible class.

This is similar to what happened in Joshua 5:2 when they crossed over the Jordan River and most of the warriors were circumcised. Militarily, both incidents were insane, but spiritually, they made perfect sense.

CHAPTER 9   Deception and Making Oaths
Verse 1-2  The Canaanites finally concentrate their forces and get ready to go on the offensive.
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Verse 3 & 9-10  Like Rahab, the Gibeonites heard about how no one could stay the hand of the God of the Israelites. Also, like Rahab, they told a lie to save their lives. They knew if there was a city outside the land of Canaan that voluntarily accepted Israel’s God, the entire city could be annexed into Israel and come into covenant relationship with her. If they were inside the land of Canaan, they would be wiped out (Deut. 20:10-15).
LESSON #80  (7-22-12)  

Verse 10-11   The Logical Test: Just because something seems to fit together does not prove it’s true. All you can say about it is that it doesn’t have any apparent error in it so far.

Verse 12-13   The Empirical Test: This is also a test to falsify but not verify; used only to disprove. If it doesn’t fit, then it’s wrong; but if it does fit, that still doesn’t finally prove the case.  

These tests can expose the error but cannot prove the truth.  They can show if something is wrong but can’t show if it’s right.  

The Logical Test looked good and so did The Empirical Test. But how can you be sure you're deciding the right thing?  There may always be another piece of information you’re missing.

Romans 14:23   But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith  [against his conscience];  and whatever is not from faith  [going against his conscience]  is sin.

1 John 3:21   Beloved, if our heart [conscience] does not condemn us, we have confidence before God;

Walking by faith is really walking in certainty. It’s walking according to doctrine and to conscience. It is knowing the will of God and walking in it. This doesn’t mean that we know what the outcome will be, but we walk in it anyway. Why? Because God is on our side and will deliver us through the hard times, 1 Cor. 10:13. 

Walking outside of faith is walking in doubt. It is not knowing the will of God and doing something that goes against your conscience. If you can’t get agreement from your conscience, don’t do it !

Verse 14  Big mistake ! They made this same mistake when they attacked Ai. They failed to consult the Lord !

Verse 15  Joshua made an oath and entered into a covenant with them. 

a. No leader is perfect, not even Joshua. He made the wrong decision, but there was no malicious intent involved. 

b. Oaths are very important. God takes them very seriously, and we better take them seriously, too, if we know what’s good for us.  

c. Most of us have taken oaths. (Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, people in military service, policemen, doctors, husbands and wives, judges, witnesses in court, Congressmen, Senators, and Presidents).

Boy Scout Oath                                                                                                                                                                                               On my honor, I will do my best to do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law; to help other people at all times, to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight. 

Verse 16  They heard a rumor that they had been conned.

Verse 17  They visited the city to check it out. How embarrassing for the Gibeonites.
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a. Leaders must do what they think is right and not cave in to public opinion nor the opinion of their subordinates. This is not to be confused with being stubborn.

b. Def. stubborn: unreasonably and obstructively determined to persevere or prevail.
LESSON #81  (7-29-12)  

Numbers 30:2  "If a man makes a vow to the LORD, or takes an oath to bind himself with a binding obligation, he shall not violate his word; he shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth.

Psalm 15:1& 4   A Psalm of David. O Lord, who may abide in Thy tent? Who may dwell on Thy holy hill?  4) . . . [he] who honors those who fear the LORD; He swears to his own hurt, and does not change;

Read  Judges 11:1, 11, 30-39

Once we see we have done something stupid and then decide to trust in the Lord to provide for our needs, He will superintend and supercede our foolishness and protect us. 

2 Timothy 2:13 . . . If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself.

God is stuck with you and me because of His oaths and promises just like Joshua was stuck with the Gibeonites.  

James 5:12 . . . But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven  [I swear to God, or as God is my witness]  or by earth  [I swear on my mother’s grave]  or with any other oath  [I swear on a stack of Bibles];  but let your yes be yes, and your no, no; so that you may not fall under judgment.
To the people’s credit, they did not defy the mandate of their leaders.

Verse 20  There is a very important principle here that those who shoulder the responsibility of being an authority over others cannot afford to miss. They feared God more than they feared the people.

Verse 21-27  The Gibeonites would cause more trouble for Israel, but God would use all of this for His glory. Eventually the Tabernacle would be located in Gibeon for a time, 2 Chron. 1:3.  Later, Gibeonites helped Nehemiah rebuild Jerusalem’s wall, Neh. 3:7.  This is yet another example where God can take a bad situation and turn it around for good.

CHAPTER 10     King of Righteousness, Our King of Battle    
Verse 1

ADONI is Hebrew for the word Lord  +  ZEDEK  =  “the lord of righteousness”, self-righteousness.  

MELCHI is Hebrew for the word for king + ZEDEK  =  "the King of Righteousness". 

Why would a pagan king be named “lord of righteousness”?  Because Satan is the great counterfeiter.  

Verse 2  Notice that the Gibeonites are called “mighty men”. Heb. GEBOR -  strong, valiant, or brave. The Gibeonites did not surrender to Israel because they were cowards but because they believed that the God of Israel was truly The God.  

Verse 11  This is not the last time that the Lord will use hailstones to defeat the enemy.

Revelation 16:21 . . . And huge hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, came down from heaven upon men; and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, because its plague was extremely severe.
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Verse 12-13  Most people make such a big deal about God making the sun stand still they miss an important point. It was a great miracle but why did Joshua need the Lord to make the sun stand still? 

Joshua recognized they could be defeated, wiped out, without God’s help! 

They were in battle, and you know what? So are we. It’s a life or death situation.

LESSON #82-83  (8-5 thru 8-19-12)  

Joshua was in physical combat where it is kill or be killed.

We are in spiritual combat, the danger isn’t dying spiritually, it’s being spiritually defeated.  (the I’m going to heaven, that’s all that matters attitude.)

*Living as a spiritually defeated believer can be worse than losing physical life. (Rom. 5:15, Heb. 10:23-31)

We are engaged in spiritual combat every single day and we experience either victory or are defeat.       

Spiritual victory doesn’t depend on having a good day. 

You can have a good day where everything goes your way and still be defeated spiritually. 

You can have a rotten day when everything goes wrong and still be victorious spiritually.

Joshua could not afford to become spiritually slopy and neither can we.

It’s easy to forget that we are engaged in spiritual warfare and to get spiritually slopy. 
We don’t mean to get sloppy it just kind of sneaks up on us, that’s why we must aggressively and persistently seek God. 

How do we do that?     Stay in the Word!!!!!!  
Master the spiritual skills. Rebound, F/R, pass spiritual tests, develop a sense of destiny.

What are some signs of spiritual sloppiness?  We get distracted: 
By people; those we love and those we hate.  
By a super busy schedule.
By our children.
By school.
By money
By our job.                                                   
When things are going our way, we like to take the credit, we have everything under control.

Then when things come apart, we don’t like to take responsibility, it’s someone else’s fault. 

Bible study gets put on the back burner,   (Visual: Doc. Shield)
Fear overcomes us.  When we are afraid, we are not Faith/Resting.
We succumb to Arrogance and self-centeredness = bad attitude  

We don’t make time to pray.  Joshua 10:12 
Verse 24
Gen. 3:15  And I will put enmity between you [Satan] and the woman [Israel], and between your seed [anti-Christ] and her seed] [JC]; He shall bruise you on the head [Lake of Fire], and you 
shall bruise Him on the heel [cross].
Romans 16:20 . . . The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.  [Be of good cheer. You are in the war, but Satan is toast already!]
Ephesians 1:22 . . . And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church. . . [as in marriage, Eph.5-18-20]
    





                    



          JOSH. REVIEW, 12 Psalm 110:1 . . . The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My right hand Until I make your enemies a footstool for Your feet." [1 Cor.15 quotes this also]

Hebrews 10:12-13 . . . but He [J.C.], having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God,  13) waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet.
Acts 2:34-35 . . . The Lord said to my Lord, "sit at my right hand,  35) until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.
Luke 20:42-43 . . . For David himself says in the book of Psalms, 'The Lord said to my LORD, "Sit at My right hand,  43) until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet."  

“The metaphor of a footstool is most likely taken from the custom of the ancient Near East in which a victorious king placed his foot on the necks of his conquered foes.  It indicates the complete subjugation of those who have been defeated to those who have overcome them.” Vol. 10: Detroit Baptist Seminary Journal 10. 2005 (107).
Psalm 44:5-7 . . . Through You we will push back our adversaries; through Your name we will trample down those who rise up against us. 6) For I will not trust in my bow, nor will my sword save me. 7) But You have saved us from our adversaries, & You have put to shame those who hate us.

Psalm 60:12 & 108:14 . . .Through God we shall do valiantly, and it is He who will tread down our adversaries.

Psalm 91:10-13 . . . No evil will befall you, nor will any plague come near your tent.  11) For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways.  12) They will bear you up in their hands, that you do not strike your foot against a stone.  13) You will tread upon the lion and cobra, the young lion and the serpent you will trample down.

Psalm 91:14-16 . . . Because he has loved Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him securely on high, because he has known My name.  15) "He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him.  16) "With a long life, I will satisfy him and let him see My salvation."  

God will do all of these things for the believer who seeks Him, who is hungry for His Word. When we know Him, love Him, and call on Him, He delivers us and empowers us and gives us victory over our adversities and over our enemies. He gives us victory even over our greatest enemy . . . death.
1 Corinthians 15:56 & 57   O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting? . . .   thanks be to God who gives us the victory  through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Yes, Joshua had his warriors put their foot on the neck of their enemies so that they would be encouraged, knowing they had nothing to fear, God was on their side. It was recorded in the Bible so we will know this and be encouraged as well.

LESSON #85  (8-26-12)  

CHAPTER 11   Securing Rest
As Joshua got closer to defeating the Canaanites and taking over the Land, the violence intensified because Satanic resistance reinforced itself. Even now, you would have to be blind not to see how things are heating up and intensifying worldwide.

1. Israel is in the Land, and the Arab world is growing more confident to strike Israel.
2. Anti-Semitism is growing worldwide.
3. We seem to be on the brink of a worldwide economic collapse .
4. Worldwide famine is being predicted.
5. Most believers seem to be ignorant, apathetic, and embracing false doctrine.
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6. Immorality is rampant, even among those professing to be Christians.

2 Tim 3:1-5  But realize this, that in the last days, difficult times will come. 2) For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,  3) unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,  4) treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God;  5) holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.
Secular humanistic thinking has essentially taken over our society and even many churches as well. There is no room for negotiation between it and Bible doctrine. The battle ground lies between the two.
Satanic counter attacked against the success of Joshua but his counter attack will reach its peak during the Tribulation but it appears to be heating up a bit already.

Verse 1-4  The enemy amassed their forces and they were numbered as the sand on the sea shore. Notice verse 4, “They came out …” They learned that hiding behind city walls was not working. Notice also they had many horses and chariots, the Israelites had none.

Verse 6  What did Joshua need more than anything at this time?  Encouragement !!!  That is exactly what he received from the Lord. 

Joshua 11:6   Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow at this time I will deliver all of them slain before Israel . . .
God did the same thing when Joshua heard the news of the enemy amassing outside of Gibeon.  He told Joshua, "Do not fear them, for I have given them into your hands; not one of them shall stand before you. Joshua 10:8 “ 
God’s promises can encourage us and sooth our soul like nothing else.

We need to be sensitive to our children’s fears and anxieties and encourage them and show them that we have confidence in them but we also need to teach them how to be comforted and encouraged from the promises of God.

Verse 7 They didn’t hesitate, they moved out and got the job done.

Verse 8-9  Notice what happened:  The LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel . . .  We must always remember, 1 Samuel 17:47 . . . the battle is the Lord’s !

Verse 10-19   Joshua continued to bash the Canaanites which the Lord commanded him to do. 

The Canaanites were a wretched, degenerate, demonic people who had to be wiped out. The Gibeonites were the only ones of them who tried to make peace with the Israelites. Power Point
What Joshua and the Israelites did in annihilating so many Canaanites in a small way depicts what our Lord is going to do at the 2nd Advent. He will wipe every God-hating, Christ-rejecting unbeliever off the face of the earth. It will be violent and bloody because that’s what it takes to remove such entrenched evil.

Verse 20 The Canaanites heard of the great victories and about the omnipotent God of Israel, Joshua 2:9-11; 5:1; 9:1, 3; 10:1; 11:1. 

They all had a chance to submit to Him, but by this time they were so hardened, nothing would make them yield. If they had submitted to God, they could have been spared like Rahab and the Gibionites were who did not defy Him,

Verse 21-22  They wiped out nearly all the giants in the land, a few remained around Gaza, Ashdod, and Gath, the capital of the Philistines.
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Verse 23  So Joshua took the whole land . . . Thus the land had REST from war. This did not mean that all the land had been possessed or that all the enemy were destroyed. Verse 23 functions as a “hinge” or pivotal verse looking back to summarize conquests and looking forward to anticipate the Land inheritance. 
"Joshua had broken down all resistance; but before he completed his conquests to their full extent, he had to provide for the peaceable settlement of the tribes in the territory he had seized.    If all of the Canaanites were annihilated, it would throw the land out of cultivation, and expose its possessors to the usual inconveniences of depopulated districts." The Pulpit Commentary: Joshua '04 (H.D.M. Spence-Jones, Ed.) (193). 
Exodus 23:29-30 . . . I will not drive them out before you in a single year, that the land may not become desolate and the beasts of the field become too numerous for you.  30) "I will drive them out before you little by little, until you become fruitful and take possession of the land.

Sometimes God fulfills His promises gradually.  

“the land had REST from war . . .”   This does not say the people entered God’s rest. This is the "rest" God had promised they would have.

Deuteronomy 12:10 . . . When you cross the Jordan and live in the land which the LORD your God is giving you to inherit, and He gives you REST from all your enemies around you so that you live in security . . .

Moses and Joshua were tremendous leaders and they, through God’s help, were able to provide a measure of rest for the people. However they were not able to provide them God’s Rest. 

Hebrews 4:1-11 says that there is a kind of rest that is infinitely more valuable than the Israelites had after they had conquered the Canaanites.  We call it Faith Rest.

There is a comparison between the first generation of Israelites who disobeyed God and failed to enter the "rest" they could have had with believers today who fail to secure rest in their souls because they disobey God. This is the point where we launched into an intensive study of Faith-Rest that lasted four months.



If the one in charge does not hold those under his authority accountable, he will lose their respect.  Respect is more important than love because without respect, there can be no love.





Why is this important?








